Early English Literature
Unit Test # 1
Beowulf

1)
The author of Beowulf was ______________.


a) Chaucer   b) only recently discovered   c) unknown   d) Hrothgar

2)
A two-word metaphorical name for a noun was called a __________.


a) scop  b) kenning  c)  muse  d)  simile

3)
Beowulf was a war leader of the ___________.


a) Geats  b) Angles  c) Saxons  d) Danes

4)
__________ was king of the Danes.


a) Wiglaf  b) Beowulf  c) Hrothgar  d) Grendle

5)
The two types of epics are __________ and literary.


a) folk  b) oral  c) verbal  d) in medas res

6)
A _______ was inspiration for the epic provided by the gods.


a) in medas res  b) divine intervention  c) muse  d) quest

7) 
What was the common thread the epic of Beowulf has with the other 4 works in 
Old English literature in which it was bound with?

a) the presence of aliens  b) the presence of monsters  c) nothing in common

8)
__________ owned the original manuscript in 1563.


a) Cotton  b) Lawrence  c) Nowell  d) Jenkins

9)
The original Beowulf document was scorched in a fire which took place in the 
library of a famous physician known as ________.


a) Cotton  b) Lawrence  c) Nowell  d) Jenkins

10)
The manuscript is currently in the British Library in the city of ______.

a) Paris  b) London  c) Venice  d) Berlin

11)
Oral poetry during this time period was normally sung or performed by a poet 
known as a __________.


a) muse  b) entertainer  c) jester  d) scop

12)
The only historically verifiable moment in Beowulf involved ______, the lord of 
the Geats, who died in battle against the Frisians.


a) Hygelac  b) Hrothgar  c) Gregory  d) Hrothluf

13)
The structure of Beowulf is best described as __________.


a)  organized  b)  oral  c)  written  d)  heroic

14)
___________ are literary techniques in which 3 or 4 words in a line begin with 
the same letter.


a) Allusions  b) Muses  c)  Kennings  D) Alliterations

15)
Which of the following is NOT a characteristic of a good Anglo-Saxon warrior?


a) strength  b) wealth  c) honor  d) loyalty

16)
In Beowulf, approximately how many men per night would Grendel kill at 
Hrothgar’s mead hall?


a)  10  b)  20  c) 30  d) 40

17)
Beowulf defeated Grendel by tearing off his _____ with his bare hands.


a) arm  b) head  c) leg  d) ears

18)
The lair of Grendel’s mother was located in a __________.


a) lake  b) mountain  c) forest  d) castle

19)
After killing Grendel’s mother, what part of her son’s body did Beowulf bring 
back to prove his death?

a) arm  b) head  c) leg  d) ears

20)
Years later, Beowulf was given the title _______ of the Geats.


a) Duke  b) Hero  c) Warrior  d) King

21)
Beowulf ruled Geatland for approximately __________ years.


a) 20  B) 40  c) 50  d) 70

22)
What happened to Beowulf’s legendary sword in his final battle against the 
dragon?


a) melted  b) shattered  c) pierced the dragon’s skin  d) rusted into nothing
23)
Beowulf sets out to destroy the dragon harming his kingdom mainly for _____.


a) money  b) fame  c)  love  d) exercise

24)
Who came to Beowulf’s aid when he had been defeated by the dragon?


a) Hrothgar  b) Hygelac  c) Wiglaf  d) Grendel’s mom

25)
Beowulf as buried in a tomb so large that it took _______ days to build.


a) 7  b)  10  c) 14  d) 40

The Canterbury Tales Prologue

26)
The characters in the Canterbury Tales are going on what is known as a _____.


a) pilgrimage  b)  mission  c) trip  d) journey

27)
The journey taking place in the spring symbolizes _________.


a) nature  b) the joys of love and caring  c) rebirth and new beginnings
28)
The story begins with the characters in the _________ Inn.


a)  Canterbury  b) Tabard  c) Halbard  d) Becket

29)
What character is the most prominent and well-respected?


a) knight  b) squire  c) priest  d) yeoman

30)
What character traveled with 3 dogs?


a)  the wife of bath  b) the nun  c)  the cook  d) the parson

31)
Which character was known as a “ladies man”?


a) knight  b) squire  c) the monk  d) the manciple

32)
Which character was an outdoorsman who was also a talented wood carver?


a)  skipper  b) yeoman  c)  merchant  d) franklin

33)
Which character stole wine while in the city of Bordeaux?


a)  merchant  b)  pardoner  c)  parson  d)  skipper

34)
Which character made people think he was rich when in all actuality he was 
horribly in debt?


a)  monk  b)  merchant  c) reeve  d)  friar

35)
Which character was a wealthy landowner but not of noble birth?


a)  cleric  b)  weaver  c)  franklin  d)  pardoner

36)
Which character has short hair as a sign of servility, was manager of a large estate 
and was a good record keeper for his lord?


a)  reeve  b)  skipper  c)  pardoner  d)  summoner

37)
Which character carried a fortune in books on his person?


a)  parson  b) cleric  c)  plowman  d)  doctor

38)
Which character had a horrible complexion and made children fear him?


a)  skipper  b) pardoner  c)  monk  d)  summoner

39)
Who was known for her gap teeth and large hips?


a)  wife of bath  b)  nun
40)
Who charged people to hear their confessions and based their forgiveness on how 
much money they paid?


a)  friar  b) monk  c) parson  d) pastor

41)
Who was materialistic, used astronomy and made a fortune during the Plague?


a) druggist  b)  parson  c)  pardoner  d)  doctor

42)
Who was poor in possessions but rich in holy thoughts and wanted everyone he 
met to go to heaven?


a)  parson  b)  monk  c)  cleric  d)  doctor

43)
Which character had a nasty, festering sore on his knee?


a)  cook  b)  parson  c)  skipper  d)  monk

44)
Which character was the ideal Christian man who loved God and his neighbors?


a)  monk  b)  cleric  c)  friar  d)  plowman

45)
Which character could out-wrestle anyone, was large and hairy, would cheat 
people at the drop of a hat, and loved playing the bagpipes?


a)  miller  b)  reeve  c)  pardoner  d)  doctor 

46)
Which character loved hunting and eating roast duck?


a)  manciple  b)  monk  c)  skipper  d)  plowman

47)
Who had a loud high-pitched voice and feminine characteristics?


a)  parson  b)  manciple  c)  weaver  d)  pardoner

48)
Which character was in charge of a dormitory of law students?


a)  manciple  b)  plowman  c)  dyer  d)  parson

49)
Which of the following did NOT belong to a guild?


a)  carpenter  b)  haberdasher  c)  weaver  d) monk

50)
Which character lived by the mantra that “love conquers all”?


a)  nun  b) wife of bath  c)  parson  d) monk

